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Point-blank: 

amidst the DRS controversy 
spare a thought for Weeraratne

Sri Lankan lawyer Senaka 
Weeraratne has been fighting out 
of  his skin to gain the recogni-
tion that he deserves as the au-
thor of  the Decision Reviewing 
System (DRS) which today has 
become a contentious issue with 
the number of  debatable deci-
sions that have been made using 
that technology in the ongoing 
Ashes Test series between Eng-
land and Australia.

The DRS has gained much at-
tention because these controver-
sial decisions have taken place 

in a high profile series like the 
Ashes. Had they taken place in 
any other contest between two 
countries barring England or 
Australia it wouldn’t be receiv-
ing the world wide attention it is 
getting right now.

It was Weeraratne who first 
wrote in a series of  letters and 
articles published in newspapers 
and magazines since 1997 giving 
thought to the idea of  referring 
doubtful onfield decisions to a 
third umpire. He claims that the 
ICC had grabbed the idea of  us-
ing the DRS from him and wants 
cricket’s world controlling body 
to credit him with it, like they 
have with the rain rule to Eng-
lish statisticians Messrs. Frank 
Duckworth and Tony Lewis.   

The DRS was first introduced 
in Test cricket for the sole pur-

pose of  reviewing the controver-
sial decisions made by the on-field 
umpires in the case of  a batsman 
being dismissed or not. The review 
system was officially launched by 
the ICC in November 2009 during 
the first Test match between New 
Zealand and Pakistan at Dunedin 
and has been in use since with 
only India objecting to its use.

The problem that Weeraratne 
faces is that he is fighting a lone 
battle to gain recognition with 
neither his country nor Sri Lanka 
Cricket, the governing body for 
the sport in the country backing 
his claims nor showing any inter-
est in pursuing with it. The only 
support Weeraratne has managed 
to garner for his claim for author-
ship is from the media both local 
and foreign, which has not stirred 
up the hornets nest. 

He has even referred his claims 
to ICC administrators such as 
Haroon Lorgat and David Rich-
ardson (the present CEO of  ICC) 
without any success and several 
other international cricketers like 
the late Tony Greig who told him 
that his claims must be fought by 
his own cricket board and govern-
ment, which Weeraratne sees as 
the most disappointing aspect of  
this whole exercise as he has got 
hardly any support from either. 

His proposals has not reached 
the ICC’s Cricket Committee 
(where Sri Lanka is represented 
by current player Kumar San-
gakkara and past captain Ranjan 
Madugalle) to even commence a 
debate.  

A year or so ago an Indian engi-
neer V Jayadevan came up with an 
alternative rain rule to the pres-

ent Duckworth and Lewis method 
having spent a decade working 
on it, but the ICC shooed it out 
without even giving it a trial say-
ing that the present D/L rule was 
a tried and tested method which 
had been accepted universally 
and there was no need for any 
change. The D/L rule has been in 
use since 1996/97 and the calcula-
tions of  it have sometimes baffled 
even the captains.

South African captain AB de 
Villiers expressed surprise at the 
D/L calculations made during the 
rain affected second one-day in-
ternational against Sri Lanka at 
the R Premadasa Stadium which 
his team lost.

“I was very surprised. I made 
my own calculations and got to 
140-150 and all of  a sudden it was 
175. I guess that’s the system and 

there’s nothing you can do about 
it. We did ask the question be-
cause it looked a little bit high to 
us,” said De Villiers.

So it’s not only the DRS, but 
also the D/L can cause doubts in 
the minds of  the players at times. 
Nothing is perfect but efforts have 
been made by the ICC to make use 
of  available technology to make 
decisions as near perfect as pos-
sible. Likewise the ICC also needs 
to acknowledge the contributions 
that individuals like Weeraratne 
and Jayadevan make from outside 
the boundary line to enhance this 
wonderful game of  cricket that 
has a universal following, not shun 
them. The game needs people who 
can think out of  the box to move 
forward and ignoring their contri-
butions and ideas would only make 
the sport much poorer.

Sa’adi 
Thawfeeq

Bernard Perera
The eighth mega motor racing 

event Gunner Super Cross organ-
ised by the Sri Lanka Army Artil-
lery Regiment based in Minner-
iya is to take place on August 4 at 
the Artillery Complex in Minner-
iya. The event conducted by Sri 
Lanka Automobliesports Drivers 
Association (SLADA) will com-
mence at 9.00am according to the 
organisers.

During the past seven years it 
has gained high recognition from 
all motor racing fans as well as 
from the masses from the Polon-
naruwa District. This meet has 
become an annual event that has 
come to stay with the rural folk 
in the area eagerly waiting to 
witness another day filled with 
all the spills and thrills expected 
from the drivers and riders in the 
local motor racing field.

In addition to the local riders a 
few foreign riders in the calibre of  
Indian champion K.P. Arvind and 
Mohamed Anan too are expected 
this year to battle it out with our 
local riders led by Champion rid-
er Gayan Sandaruwan, Shehan C. 
Adikari and Deshan Solanki. 

These three riders have thrilled 
the crowds thoroughly with their 
superlative performances in the 
past, except last year. Last year 
due to a problem that could not be 
sorted out before the meet, most 

of  the top riders were not seen in 
action on this track which was a 
complete disappointment for the 
spectators. As all matters have 
been sorted out and with things 
back to normal all leading riders 
will be in action here this time ac-
cording to organisers.

It was also noted that a few ad-
justments too were made to the 
track making racing easy for 
drivers and riders and also to 
help them reach maximum speeds 
when on track. These are sure to 

keep the spectators on their toes 
throughout the meet as all com-
petitors will accelerate their ma-
chines to the fullest to showcase 
their talents especially on two 
wheels.

In Motor Cars events too all 
leading drivers in the country are 
expected to compete here as this 
will add points to their tally for 
the National Championship. The 
most looked forward to event the 
SL-GT Cars up to 3500cc (Super 
Cars event) event which is con-

sidered as the fastest event for 
cars will see a galaxy of  drivers 
competing.

This particular race will be 
contested by quite a few former 
champions Ashan Silva, Aravinda 
Premadasa, Dinesh Deheragoda, 
Dinesh Jayawardene and Pasindu 
Pieris. While the others drivers 
who will be battling it out with 
these champions include Rohitha 
Rajapaksa, Janaka Dias, Yeyaz 
Farook, Rizvi Farook, Shafraz 
Junaid, Darin Weerasinghe and 

Shantha Suraweera.
In lighter car events the promi-

nent drivers this season were few 
young drivers Kushan Pieris, Ir-
fan Fuard, Rohitha Rajapaksa, 
Damith Weerasinghe and Karim 
Iqbal. These youngsters will have 
stiff  competition from leading 
drivers in these classes Upulwan 
Serasinghe, Susantha Gunewar-
dene, Gayan Ranatunge and 
Ushan de Silva.

The Mini Cars event is sure to 
attract the leaders in this class K. 

Parameshwaran, P Balasingham, 
W.M.K. Wickramasinghe and 
Donald Buultjens who will fight 
it out. In the other lighter class-
es there will be a host of  drivers 
competing for supremacy in their 
different classes.  

The main sponsors of  this year’s 
events are Singer Sri Lanka and 
CEAT Kelani Holdings, while co-
sponsors are Brown & Co, Ceylon 
Cold Stores. Media Sponsors are 
Rivira Media Corporation (The 
Nation, Rivira), SLRC and SLBC. 

Rivira Media Corporation – media sponsors

Gunners Super Cross 2013 on august 4

Aravinda Premadasa best driver  at last year’s Gunner Super Cross C. S. Santosh former Indian champion and best rider at Gunner Super Cross 2013

Chris Dhambarage
Sri Lanka’s road towards the 2015 

Rugby World Cup Qualifiers will begin 
next month when they compete in a se-
ries of international seven-a-side tourna-
ments starting with the first leg in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Sri Lanka’s rugby which has reached 
great heights in the recent past following 
their success in the Division One seg-
ment are targeting next years Asian Five 
Nations tournament where the winner 
and the runners-up will join the World’s 
top 20 teams in England for the coveted 
Web Ellis Cup. 

As a preparation for the World Cup 
Qualifiers and the Asian Five Nations 
championships Sri Lanka will have four 
major seven-a-side tournaments lined 

up in which they are expected to play 
alongside some of Asia’s best rugby 
playing nations. 

The Sri Lankan rugby team under 
the guidance and supervision of a high 
profile coaching staff headed by former 
England hooker Phil Greening will have 
their first assignment when they battle 
it out for supremacy on August 31 and 
September 1 in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia.

The Sri Lankan team will then travel to 
Thailand for their second leg of the Asian 
Sevens Series which will be worked off 
on September 21 and 22 in the beach 
resort of Bangsaen. 

The third leg of the HSBC Asian Sev-
ens Series will be staged on October 12 
and 13 in Mumbai, India and the series 

will culminate with the final leg to be 
worked off on November 2 and 3 in Sin-
gapore. 

While the SLRFU High Performance 
Manager Phil Greening will remain as 
the Head Coach until the World Cup 
he will also have the backing of Ryan 
Gibney (SLRFU Head of Strength and 
Conditioning), and Craig White (Former 
Head of Performance for the British Li-
ons and current IRB High Performance 
Consultant) who are helping to set up 
the high performance department and 
build the national team. 

This internationally acclaimed high 
performance trio will concentrate on the 
upcoming sevens series as well as the 
HSBC Asian Five Nations tournament 
giving Sri Lanka rugby the infrastructure 

and the professionalism to move for-
ward and cement itself as one of Asia’s 
leading teams in three years time. 

Meanwhile the Sri Lanka women’s 
rugby team will also have the opportunity 
to improve on their performances when 
they compete in two major Asian seven-
a-side tournaments later this year. 

They will first compete in the tourna-
ment in Thailand on September 21 and 
22 followed by the second leg which 
is scheduled for November 8 and 9 in 
Pune, India. 

Sri Lanka will also participate in the 
Under-19 Rugby Asiad which will be 
worked off from August 12 to 17 in 
Kaohsiung, Chinese Taipei and in the 
Asian Youth Games from August 17 to 
19 in Nanjing, China. 

Sri Lanka Rugby Calendar for the year 2013/14
Tournament  Date  Venue 
Under 19 Asiad  Aug 12-17     Chinese Taipei 
Asian Youth Games  Aug 17-19 China
HSBC Sevens  Aug 31/Sep 1  Malaysia
HSBC Sevens  Sep 21/22  Thailand
Women’s Asian 7s  Sep 21/22  Thailand  
HSBC Sevens  Oct 12/13  India 
Singapore Sevens  Nov 2/3  Singapore  
Women’s Asian 7s  Nov 8/9  India 
Dialog League (1st round)  Nov 8 - Jan 12 (2014) Colombo/Kandy   
 2014 
Dialog League (2nd round)  Jan 17 – Mar 16  Colombo/Kandy 
Clifford Cup (quarterfinals)  Mar 21/22/23  Colombo/Kandy 
Clifford Cup (semifinals)  Mar 26/27  Colombo
Clifford Cup (final)  Mar 30  Colombo

Earnest preparations for asian Five nations rugby


